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extremity. Here a reservoir was to be built, not greater than two stades 
square, with a gate leading out into a subterranean conduit as at Kopais. 
By means of this gate the water in spring could be gathered and used by 
the farmers in the vicinity for irrigating their lands. The conduit was to 
be furnished with shafts for air, and for entrance to the aqueduct below. 
Here a question of text occurs. The original editor of the inscription, 
Eustratiades (Ephem. Arch., II. Series, 1869, p. 317) supplies the missing 
final letter of <t>PEATIA, as N ; the present editors as 5, referring to Poly- 
bios (x. 28, 2) , who is speaking of the distant regions of Parthia. The plural 
is right, if the hyponomos was of any considerable length. Such hyponymoi 
were habitually constructed with these shafts in Greece. The prehistoric 
tunnels from Kopais had them, as did that of Polykrates at Samos, and 
those in the vicinity of Athens, not to speak of others. We do not know 
whether this work was ever completed at Eretria or not ; but among the 
names of the citizens of the town who took the oath to the contract for 
Eretria, it is interesting to iind some that occur in inscriptions discovered 
among the graves at Eretria by the American School last winter. 

A. C. Merriam. 

Ernest Babelon. Les Bois de Syrie, d'Arminie et de la Commagine. 
8vo, pp. ccxxii-268; 30 heliotype plates. Paris, 1890; Eollin 
and Feuardent. 

This is the second volume of the catalogue of coins of the BibliothSque 
Nationale, and the first of its Greek coins. Vol. i was published in 1887 
by M. H. Lavoix and treated of Mohammedan coins. This volume is a 
treatise both historical and numismatic. The largest part is naturally 
given to the dynasty of the Seleukidae which played so important a role 
through the entire East and whose coins served as types to all the princes 
of Further and Central Asia — Parthians, Bactrians, Indo-Parthians and 
Indo-Scythians. Apollo on the omphalos, the symbolic anchor, the Vic- 
tory, Tyche or Fortune, are types which are found as far as the centre of 
India. The volume is divided into two main sections, the Catalogue proper 
and the Introduction : the latter will create most interest, since it is addressed 
as well to the historian, the archaeologist and the chronologist, as to the 
numismatist ; and the information here given is the fruit of vast and ac- 
curate research. But little will remain to be told of the Seleukidae unless 
there be new discoveries. For some time M. Babelon has been making 
himself a specialist in this field. Some of the interesting topics treated 
with especial care are : the coins of Seleukos I when only Satrap of Baby- 
lon ; the horned types ; the origin of the omphalos ; the era of the Seleu- 
kidae ; the elaborate series of Antiochos IV Epiphanes, including the 
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independent series of the cities of Egypt and Asia. After Demetrios II 
Nicator, the types being usually the same, especial attention is paid to 
coining ateliers, to chronology, monograms, weight and system of coinage. 
The Kings of Armenia and Commagene occupy only a small space, but 
all possible use has been made of existing material. 

The catalogue consists of a careful description of the seventeen hun- 
dred pieces in the Cabinet de France, among which are a number of ex- 
tremely rare pieces, especially of Seleukos I, Antiochos III, Demetrios I 
and II, Tryphon, etc. Genealogical tables, two tables of monograms and 
an index complete a masterly work which greatly honors French scholar- 
ship. — E. Deouin in Rev. Arch., March- April, 1891. 

VeeralIj and Harbison. Mythology and Monumenis of Ancient 
Athens ; being a translation of a portion of the "Attica" of Pau- 
sanias by Margaret de G. Verrall, with introductory essay 
and archceologicaJ commentary by Jane E. Harrison. 8vo. 
London, 1890; Macmillan. 

This work is not intended as a complete description of the monuments of 
ancient Athens ; these are subordinated to mythology. Miss Harrison's 
" aim has been to discuss in full detail every topographical point chat could 
bear upon mythology, and for the sake of completeness, to touch, but very 
briefly, on such non-mythological monuments as were either noted by 
Pausanias or certainly existed in his day." Accordingly the book con- 
sists, first of a description of ancient Athens, based upon all available 
evidence, literary, epigraphical, and monumental; and, secondly, of 
copious mythological and mythographical discussions interwoven with 
the foregoing, besides a separate introductory essay on the Mythology of 
Athenian Local Cults. For the first part her work is mainly that of a 
compiler, besides appropriating unpublished views of Dr. Dorpfeld. As 
much of the information given had been previously inaccessible, this book 
will be indispensable to English-speaking students of Athenian antiquities. 
It is, however, incomplete, for Miss Harrison's principle in dealing with 
the monuments seems to have been to record pretty fully the most recent 
discoveries and to touch rather lightly on points adequately dealt with in 
older hand-books. While her information of this sort may be generally 
trusted, in treating of epigraphical and literary evidence Miss Harrison 
is a much less trustworthy guide, and this part of her work needs search- 
ing revision, as could easily be shown by numerous examples. In the 
field of mythology her most original contribution consists of three illus- 
trations of the theory " that in many, even the large majority of cases, 
ritual practice misunderstood explains the elaboration of myth." I regret 



